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Web Médica Acreditada and 
MedCIRCLE: 

Implementation of HIDDEL

Web Mèdica Acreditada (WMA)

Colegio Oficial de Médicos de Barcelona
Dr. Miquel Angel Mayer

Medical Association of 
Barcelona and WMA

� What does it mean?
� What is its scope?

COMB: http://www.comb.es
WMA: http://wma.comb.es
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WMA (http://wma.comb.es)

Some Data about WMA
� Launched in 1999
� Today more than 300 websites have 

requested our quality seal
� More than 180 are accredited
� 30% have another seal
� More than 15% are Latin American 

websites
� The process is free of charge
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Web Médica Acreditada

� Application of standards
� Continuous assessment

• Adapting to Internet changes
• Adapting to consumer needs
• Improving IT tools

� There is a consumer section (FAQ) offering  
basic tools to recognize reliable health 
information (http://wma.comb.es/eng/info_usuaris.htm)

Accreditation Process (1)

Request

WMA

Quality 
Seal

Process
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Accreditation Process (2)

<a href ='#' onclick='javascript:window.open 
("http://wma.comb.es/seal.php?INTWMA=250","wmaseal","channelmode=no,
height=370, width=570,left=250,top=150,resizable=yes");'>
<img src="http://wma.comb.es/imglogo.php?INTWMA=250" width="80" 
height="56" border="0" alt="+ info"></a>
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Accreditation Process (3)

Accreditation Process (4)
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Accreditation steps / 
Implementing HIDDEL

Step 1 (request form): (level 1)
Health information provider

Step 2  (level 2/3)
Non Medical and Medical expert 

rating

Step 2 Medical Expert rating
Implementing HIDDEL

Based on:
Code of Conduct of WMA
Code of Ethics of WMA

+
First look evaluation looking for 

“obvious” medical content 
mistakes 

Implementing elements of HIDDEL
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Step 2 (1)
Accreditation steps

Medical Expert rating

A. Identification
1. Name of the website and url
2. Is the e-mail address included?
3. Who is responsible for the website?
4. Who are the quality content professional responsible/s?
5. What is the qualification of the professional/s
in charge

Related HIDDEL elements:
e.g. What is the starting URL (homepage) of your resource?

Step 2 (2)
Accreditation steps

Medical Expert rating

B. Contents
1. Documents:

A. Authorship 
B. Date of the last update
C. Sources of health contents 

2. The last general update of the site (valid date)
3. Is the web site structured in such a way that it allows for 
clear access to the different sections? 
4. Are the external links clearly identified?

Related HIDDEL elements:
e.g. When was the content last revised substantially?
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Step 2 (3)
Accreditation steps

Medical Expert rating

C. Confidentiality
1. The websites abide by the principles of confidentiality and 
secrecy in all that refers to data and information sent or 
provided by users
2. Does there exist a warning (about this issue) in every 
request to the site?

Step 2 (4)
Accreditation steps

Medical Expert rating

D. Advertising and sponsorship
1. If the site contains advertising it is clearly identified from 
the scientific content
2. There is sponsored information (if any)

These elements are included in HIDDEL
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Step 2 (5)
Accreditation steps

Medical Expert rating

E. Virtual consultation
1. The professionals are identified
2. It’s a free service or not (how much it costs?)
3. There is advice about the limits of virtual consultation on
the web

These elements are not yet included in HIDDEL
but will be included

Info-Sensitive Seal
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Implementation of HIDDEL 
in WMA
� Advantages
� Some considerations:

� We will assess tht usefulness and practical 
application of all the elements of HIDDEL

� We will see the cost of the process, training, 
staff

� We will add new elements in HIDDEL (virtual 
consultation)

� The need of continuous review

Conclusions
� It’s a great opportunity to find some ways to

extend the collaboration with different gateways

� We have to succesfully create a “practical” 
adaptation of HIDDEL elements and understand 
better the different uses of the application of 
HIDDEL

� We will incorporate new elements in HIDDEL 
based on our needs and experience 


